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The Dixie Chapter is one of over 60 Chapters of the Buick Club of America, “a non-profit membership corporation dedicated
to the preservation and restoration of those vehicles built by the Buick Motor Division of General Motors Corporation”.

The current elected and appointed officers are:
Director: Don McClair, 3870 Sardis Church Road, Buford, GA 30519-4130 (770) 271-2759 ridge271@att.net

Asst. Director: Bill McGowen, 2814 Ashton Briar Court, Dacula, GA 30019-2905 (404) 583-0709
mcgowenw@gmail.com

Secretary: Jack Horvath, 2748 Peppermint Dr. Tucker, GA 30084 770-934-0127 pjhorvath@bellsouth.net
Treasurer: Jerry Richstein, 4798 Grants Way NE, Marietta, GA 30066 404-769-6071 jerry.richstein@gmailcom
DVC Editor: Tom Lynde, 2375 Jonesboro Road, Hampton, GA 30228 770-957-6882 lynde2375@charter.net
Membership: Jerry Richstein, 4798 Grants Way NE, Marietta, GA 30066 404-769-6071 jerry.richstein@gmailcom
Sunshine Committee Chair: Jean Richstein, 404-769-6071 grayfoxconsulting@gmail.com

Historian: John Sincere, 229 Pirkle Leake Rd. Dawsonville, GA 30534 706-216-4389 sincerej@windstream.net
Club Sales: Bruce Kile, 2492 Lorrie Drive, Marietta, GA 30066 770-977-7924 sbkile58@aol.com

Chaplain: Jack Horvath, 2748 Peppermint Dr. Tucker, GA 30084 770-934-0127 pjhorvath@bellsouth.net

For Photos and Upcoming Events: Check us out on Facebook, "Dixie Chapter of the Buick Club of America",
and on the Web at www.dixie.buickclub.org
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Director’s Message

Don McClair

For May, our chapter get together will be the BOPC Show sponsored
this year by the Cadillac Club. Our last meeting at the Olive Garden
was good, and it really was great to see Mark and Wanda Reeves in
attendance. The discussion regarding next year’s BOPC show be-
came a little spirited, but | am grateful for everyone offering their
comments. It has been finalized that it will be held the last Saturday
in April of 2019. By the way, if you have not registered your car for
this years’ show, time is growing short. The BOPC Show was started
by the Dixie Chapter and this year is its 37" anniversary.

Another reminder, if you have not already voted for you choice for
the BCA Board of Directors, please take a moment to fill out the bal-
lot and mail it in.

| look forward to seeing you at the BOPC Show.

Don

The Timing Chain Grit in the Gearbox

BCA and Chapter Events

May 12, 2018: Peach Blossom BOP&C. Hosted by Peach
State Cadillac-LaSalle.

June 19-23, 2018: BCA National Meet. Denver, CO
www.buickclub.org

June 12-15 2019: BCA National Meet. Midwest City, OK
More activities are in the works! Stay tuned for details!

Non-Chapter Events
July 1, 2018 BOPC Night Summit McDonough

June 12, 2018 Hot Rod Power Tour at Atlanta Motor
Speedway,
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Sonomatic Sounds, an editorial

Greetings,

Another beautiful Georgia Saturday, another fun local car show. This time a charity show to raise funds
for ALS research. | have a full calendar of shows to attend over the next several weeks, but none hold a
candle to the Peach Blossom BOPC coming in the middle of May. All of these local shows are giving me
opportunity to get the Electra detailed out and ready to show at Piedmont Church on May 12th. Hoping
to see everyone out there ready to show and shine, and taking notes too, as next year will be our
chapter’s turn to host the event.

Happy show prep, all!
Tom Quotable Quotations

First trophy of the season

Are you changing your e-mail address?
If you have a NEW e-mail address, please notify Jerry Richstein at

lerry.richstein@gmail.com so you can continue to receive the Dixie
Valve Chatter via e-mail

From the “Sunshine Committee”

If you know of a member who is ill, injured, recovering, or just in need of a special thought and bit of hope sent
their way, please let Jean Richstein know about them as soon as possible. She is making certain that cards and
well wishes are sent from the Dixie Chapter BCA. To enable Jean to share the Club’s thoughts and concerns in a
timely manner, please be sure to keep her well informed. grayfoxconsulting@gmail.com
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ON THE NEWS STAND

The June issue of Collectible Automobile features an eighteen page feature on the
1968 through 1972 Buick Skylark and all of its variations. The article is filled with cur-
rent and archival photos of restored and original examples, as well as production
numbers for all models, and notations of year to year model changes.

CARS OF THE MONTH Drive your Buick to a chapter meeting or event and it

may be featured as a Car of the Month!

CIUb Sales The club "store" is now open for business at all
business meetings. Some of the items availa-
ble are cloth BCA jacket patches, static cling
BCA window decals, keepsake ornaments
(featuring various Buick models), and Buick
playing cards. Call Bruce Kile for pricing or
questions (770) 977— 7924. New Items!
Playing cards, Patches, and Decals!!
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MEMBER NEWS

Dixie Chapter members Jack and Pat Horvath recently returned from Vietnam. Here is Jack’s account of his return to
South East Asia since serving there with the U.S. Military fifty years ago.

In the fall of 2017, | became aware that one of our trucker friends from the annual Vietham
trucker reunion, was planning to take a few us back there. Pat agreed that she was also
interested in seeing what was available to see from my two tours there fifty years

ago. Four couples, a total of sixteen folks, began the planning with Rob, our experi-
enced guide. Since he has done this three times in the past, it was easy to make our ar-
rangements for our visas, flight and hotel reser-

vations. He set up three medium busses to do

our local touring in Saigon, Qui Nhon, and

Pleiku. Our first part of the trip would be the 13

hour Korean Air travel from home to Inchon and

the second part of the trip would be the five

hours flight from Inchon to Saigon.

After our evening arrival on Korean Air at the for-
mer Tonsanut Airfield in Saigon, we settled into
our city center hotel rooms. After a hotel break-
fast, we headed out to see a city square with the
historic Catholic Cathedral of our Lady, the vaulted
ceilinged one hundred year old city post office, and the museum of American military
equipment/weaponry/aircraft. Our final stop for the day was the beautifully refurbished
gated American Embassy , complete with massive meeting rooms, landing platform on the
roof, two displayed enemy tanks, tennis courts, and excellent landscaping. The city traffic
was complex, with huge numbers of motorbikes, cars, busses, trucks, and a Starbucks
coffee shop. As became the usual evening meal, we ate together in the very satisfying ho-
tel restaurant.

American Embassy, Saigon

We began our next day with a Vietham Air flight to the former Phu Cat Airfield near Qui
Nhon. Our hotel was beautifully situated on the beachfront, about a mile from the port lo-
cation. We visited a huge megamart retail store, complete with a Kentucky Fried Chicken
location where several of us chose to have our supper. On the next day we visited the lo-
cal port area which was important to us because it was the source of all the supplies
which we had previously hauled to An Khe and Pleiku. Now the port has container cranes
overhead, local fishing operations, and a shipyard which builds classic fishing boats. In
the afternoon we visited a local charity which teaches useful skills in sewing, musical in-
struments, computer use, and coffee shop operations to disabled people. In the nearby
Phu Tai valley where we had lived in our truck company base camps, we climbed 284
steps to see a historic Hindu temple. We were able to find the same Catholic Church on
Highway One which | had remembered, it was a few hundred yards away from my 64"
truck company area.
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On the morning of our fifth day, we said farewell to Qui Nhon, and headed west on our sto-
ried one hundred mile long Highway 19 towards Pleiku, the twisting An Khe Pass, the city
of An Khe, and the winding Mang Yang Pass. Since the start of this highway from High-
way One has been moved about two miles to the north of
its previous location, we sadly were not able to see our 54"
Truck Battalion base camp known as Camp Addison in the
Cha Rang Valley. We were able to stop and take pictures in
the middle of the Devil’s Hairpin, the vicious, steep, switch-
back curve in the middle of the An Khe Pass. We were also
able to stop and take pictures in the area of the An Khe
Pass Pass where his guntruck named Brutus was fighting
Vietnam Highway 19 An Khe Pass at The in an ambush, and Larry Dahl earned a posthumous Medal
Devil's Hairpin of Honor. Instead of our remembered huge potholes, off
road bypasses, and 35 one-way temporary bridges, the
highway has been widened, straightened, repaved, and regraded, throughout its
length. The Vietnamese Army has taken over the major military areas of Camp Radcliff in
An Khe and Camp Halloway in Pleiku. Wherever they have taken over an American mili-
tary area, the location now features a large and imposing decorated gate.

We were interested to realize that our very nice modern hotel in Pleiku was situated on one
side of a wonderfully landscaped traffic triangle at the westbound end of our Highway 19
and the familiar north-south Highway 14. We were able to go down to the large lake which
was just north of Camp Wilson, our 124" Battalion location in the past. We continued our
visits by seeing an impressive local Buddist temple area which is continuing in a twenty
year building program. We later toured Highway 14 north to Kontum to see the hundred
year old Catholic Church, a rubber plantation, farms growing tea and coffee, and to have
lunch at a Montagnard Indian village where they prepared a pork

and chicken and soup barbeque and picnic for us. We travelled

on northwards to see the extensive concrete airfield runway at

the Dak To battle area, about twelve miles from the Laos-

Cambodian border, and to see the nearby town which current-

ly features a new east-west road which is now named the Ho

Chi Minh Highway. On Sunday we were able to attend Catholic

Mass at the local church which was just across the street from

our hotel.

On our seventh and final day, we gathered up our baggage and
prepared to depart. We flew on a Vietnam Air flight out of the
former Pleiku air base on our way back to the Tonsanut Air Base
in Saigon. We had our supper at the airport Burger King, and
boarded our Korean Air five hour flight for Inchon. The thirteen
hour final flight brought us home once again to our familiar At-
lanta Airport. It all had been a very rewarding visit.

NOTE: If you know of members winning awards or touring to interesting
places, or have an idea for an article of interest to our members, please
let Tom Lynde know at least two weeks before the end of the month to
enable inclusion in the next Dixie Valve Chatter. Jack and Pat at the head of the

Ho Chi Minh Trail
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Mile Markers

BIRTHDAYS

Keith Bruno
Sharon Newby
Kip Meeboer
Alan Strong
Nannette Durkee
Roy Newby

Skip Petsch

5/24/55 Mark Reeves
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5/6/95 Ricky & Tammy Benson
5/25 Rick & Dana Hunter
5/25/63 Roy & Sharon Newby

MY

AN Y, .;: k{\ & \HLE

= o f'j ' ' -'-Ir:"; _\

u"l ‘I j VEuID R8s |
B

REMEMBER THE BOP&C MAY 11&12!


https://www.facebook.com/groups/242104964682/

May 2018 Dixie Valve Chatter Page 8

Deals on Wheels

Car for Sale

1988 Buick Reatta Coupe 101088 miles. 6
cylinder, automatic. Sapphire Blue Metallic

with blue leather interior. One repaint.
Options are Touch Screen, Power Steering,
Power Brakes, Power Windows, Power
Mirrors, Power Door Locks, Cruise Control,
Climate Control Heat and Air, Leather
Seats, Power Adjustment Both Seats, Lum-
bar Support, Sunroof, Tilt Steering Wheel,
Intermittent Windshield Wipers, AM/FM

Car for_Sale

1976 Buick Century for sale.
Asking $9,950 or best offer.
Rebuilt engine, a long list of
parts have been replaced and
it was repainted last fall. Bob
Haggard, Lake Sinclair, 478-968
-0329.

Buick Parts for sale.

Three 1932 Buick 18”

Wheels for Sale

Four refurbished Skylark Ral-
ly Wheels with caps and
beauty rings for sale . 14”x7".
| bought them at a swap
meet. | thought they were
15”, but | was wrong. Asking
$100.00 or best offer for the
wheels. Bob Haggard. Lake
Sinclair. 478-968-0329

wood wheels for 50 se-
ries. $50.00 each. 1938
Buick front seat, no bot-
tom cushion, $25.00. Sev-
eral 1957 Special parts.
Call 706-865-4185.

radio, Rear Window Defroster, Automatic
Transmission, Load Leveling Shocks. Fog
Lights, Pop Up Head Lights. All service rec-
ords. It has almost new tires. | have owned
the car for eight years. | am the third own-
er. Garage kept, non-smoker. Price Raymond Collins. B.C.A
$4500.00. Contact Hank Lewis at ho- 474

meinga31l@gmail or Cell 404-247-5133

Do you have a Buick or “car stuff”’ for sale?

All Dixie Chapter members can advertise “For Sale” cars, parts, and car related
“stuff” for up to 6 months, or longer if  requested.

In addition, non-members can advertise their cars and parts for up to 3 months,
space permitting, if they have items that may be of interest to our members.

Need AC Delco partS? If you are in the need of

genuine ACDelco parts such as batteries (including 6 volt) ignition
parts etc., at discount pricing. We have established a “cash account”
with Johnson Industries in Atlanta aka "J. I. Parts Express" https://
www.teamji.com/home/prodServ.htm. Simply phone the call center at
(770) 448-3896 and tell them that_you are with the Buick Club account
#47225, and place your order. You will also need to tell them which of
the 8 distribution warehouses you would like to pick it up & pay at. Dis-
tribution centers are in Woodstock, Marietta, Norcross, Emery, Snell-
ville, Turner Field, Roswell, & Columbus. A "cash account" does in-
clude Visa/MasterCard. If you have any questions call Bruce Kile (770)
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