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The Dixie Chapter is one of over 60 Chapters of the Buick Club of America, “a non-profit membership corporation dedicated 
to the preservation and restoration of those vehicles built by the Buick Motor Division of General Motors Corporation”.  

The current elected and appointed officers are: 

Director: J.D. Westfall, 724 Sowers Road, Blue Ridge, GA  30513 913-638-7849  pharmboyjd@gmail.com 

Asst. Director: Bruce Kile 2492  Lorrie Drive, Marietta, GA  30066 770-9770-7924  sbkile58@aol.com  

Secretary: Pat Horvath, 2748 Peppermint Dr. Tucker, GA 30084 770-934-0127 jnphorvath@gmail,com  

Treasurer: Shar Kile, 2492 Lorrie Drive, Marietta, GA 30066 770-977-7924 sbkile58@aol.com  

DVC Editor: Tom Lynde, 2375 Jonesboro Road, Hampton, GA 30228 770-827-5357 lynde2375@charter.net 

Membership: Jerry Richstein, 4798 Grants Way NE, Marietta, GA 30066 404-769-6071 jerry.richstein@gmailcom  

Sunshine Committee Chair: Jean Richstein, 404-769-6071   grayfoxconsulting@gmail.com  

Webmaster: John Lula 101 Radford Circle, Marietta, GA  30060 678-773-2195 johnlulaagency@gmail.com      

Club Sales: Bruce Kile, 2492 Lorrie Drive, Marietta, GA 30066 770-977-7924 sbkile58@aol.com  

Chaplain:  Pat Horvath, 2748 Peppermint Dr. Tucker, GA 30084 770-934-0127 jnphorvath@gmail,com 

For Photos and Upcoming Events: Check us out on Facebook, "Dixie Chapter of the Buick Club of America", 
and on the Web at www.dixie.buickclub.org  
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Director’s  Message 
J.D Westfall 

Hello Dixie BCA members: 
 
On August 17, we have our next Dixie Chapter Meeting at the Big Chicken 
(Kentucky Fried Chicken) in Marietta GA. You may notice some new Blue BCA 
hats, Blue T-shirts or Blue polo shirts at this meeting. These are from the BCA  
National last week in Charlotte. Dixie Chapter was well represented with Basses, 
Bergerons, Berquists, Bird, Blizzards, Browns, Finkelstein, Greens, Hansons, 
Horvath, Kiles, Lees, Lyndes, Moodys, Richsteins, Thomases, Wilson and      
Westfalls. If I forgot someone, I apologize. Our chapter won several awards. Will 
everyone who won an award please bring them to the Big Chicken on the 17th. 
 
One more thing on the National, the Dixie Chapter was recognized for running the 
Hospitality Suite. Many Thanks to every person in our chapter who made the   
Hospitality Suite enjoyable to all!!!  
 
See you on August 17 at the Big Chicken. 
 
J D 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

   

 

 

 

The August chapter meeting will be August 17th at the Big Chicken in Marietta. 

We will meet  at 1:30pm for lunch, and then we will caravan to the Marietta  

Fire Fighters’ Museum. There is no charge to tour the museum.  We should  

conclude around 3:30 in the afternoon.  

August Meeting Preview 
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Sonomatic Sounds          

Tom Lynde, DVC Editor 

Hi, everyone , 

Life is getting back to normal after a great trip to the BCA National. Tammy and I were first time attendees and we had a  won-

derful time.  Volunteering  in the hospitality room ensured that we would meet a lot of people as well as be able to hang out 

with Dixie Chapter folk. Coming home with our first national show award was an unexpected bonus, too.  Congratulations to 

all the chapter award winners.  It is not too early to begin planning out next summer’s journey to Albany, New York for the 

2026 National.  

So, now we are enjoying the last few weeks of summer before we road trip to  to New England. Before we do that, there is the 

the chapter meeting at the Big Chicken on August 17th and the chapter picnic in September. I am also hoping the weather      

cooperates to allow attendance at another local show or two. That reminds me, be sure to check out  the flyer for the annual 

Jonquil Lions Club car show. DCBCA John Lula is one of the hosts. 

Stay cool and enjoy those Buicks. See y’all in a couple of weeks at the Big Chicken! 

 

Happy Buicking, 

Tom  Lynde 

BCA 46614 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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MEMBER NEWS 

NOTE: If you know of members winning awards or touring to interesting places, or have an 
idea for an article of interest to our members, please let Tom Lynde know at least two weeks 
before the end of the month to ensure inclusion in the next Dixie Valve Chatter. 

Get your free Dixie Chapter name tag! It is what the 
best dressed DC/BCA members are wearing this year. 
Available with either magnetic or pin back, these styl-
ish tags boast the attractive Dixie Chapter logo and 
your name and BCA number. To get yours you need 
to contact Shar Kile at 770-977-7924 or 
sbkile58@aol.com . There is no charge for your first 
name tag, if you receive it at a chapter meeting or 
event and only a nominal charge for a replacement 

Have fun with us! Attend chapter 

meetings and activities! 

Grit in the Gearbox Quotable Quotations 



The Parts Authority Auto Parts Stores offer members of the Buick Club/Dixie Chapter a discount 
on all auto parts, not just A.C Delco items. There are 9 "full service" stores in metro Atlanta and 1 in    
Columbus and nationally in 22 states.  Check the website 
 http://www.partsauthority.com for the store nearest you. To take advantage of great savings simply 
phone the call center (770) 448-3896, and tell them you are a member of the Buick Club, account 
#47225 .  They will give you availablity and price of the item you need and if the store of your choice 
has it in stock. Otherwise it will be sent immediately to that location.  If you have any questions call 
Bruce Kile (770) 977-7924 

 Are you changing your e-mail address?  

If you have a NEW e-mail address, 

 please notify Jerry Richstein at  jerry.richstein@gmail.com ,  

so you can continue to receive the Dixie Valve Chatter via e-mail  
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Trivia 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Now a Kentucky Fried Chicken and an iconic landmark, when 

was the Big Chicken in Marietta built and what was its    

original restaurant? 

http://www.partsauthority.com/
mailto:jerry.richstein@gmail.com


 

From the Sunshine Committee 
 
 If you know of a member who is ill, injured, recovering, or just in need of a special thought and bit of 

hope sent their way, please let Jean Richstein know about them as soon as possible. She is making cer-

tain that cards and well wishes are sent from the Dixie Chapter BCA. To enable Jean to share the Club’s 

thoughts and concerns in a timely manner, please be sure to keep her well informed.                          

grayfoxconsulting@gmail.com 

You can buy these beautiful  

ornaments from the club 

store at the monthly chapter 

meetings.  
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Car of the Month  

mailto:grayfoxconsulting@gmail.com
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Mile Markers  

Celebrating Life’s Events  

BIRTHDAYS 

Do you need replacement wheels or hubcaps?

Bianca at Hubcaps.com and OriginalWheels.com offers car club members a discount on the 

factory hubcaps and wheels that they show on their websites. They currently have over one million  

hubcaps and rims in inventory so they may have what you need. You would need to call them at        

800-826-5880 for the discount as they do not have the ability to  discount online orders. Just tell them that you are 

from the Dixie Chapter of the Buick Club. 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

8/3/80        Jerry & Jean Richstein 

8/13           Frank & Lori Tatom 

8/24           Howard & Sylvia Baker  

8/1         Barbara Lee 

8/6         Patty Brown 

8/10       Shar Kile 

8/11       Allison Westfall 

8/20       Terry Bird 

8/22/60  Jerry Wilson 

8/23       Kathleen Miller Fink 

7/31        Frank Tatom 

http://Hubcaps.com
http://OriginalWheels.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

BCA and  Chapter Events 

Non-Chapter Events 

 

Please send notices of upcoming events to DVC editor Tom Lynde  

at lynde2375@charter.net 

August 19-22, 2026 

Buick Club of America Annual  

Meet. Albany, New York 

September 28-0ctober 2, 2025 

Somerset, Kentucky 

“Buicks in the Bluegrass” BDE  

Fall Tour.  For registration              

information contact Bruce  and 

Shar Kile 678-642-6672. 

sbkile58@aol.com.  

ATTENTION "DIXIE BUICK FOLKS": 

Especially in vicinity of Senoia, Kathleen, Gay, Forsyth or Bremen.  We could consider hav-

ing a meeting/outing in your area(s). We just need a phone call (or email) from one (or all) if 

you would like to see it happen? You need not do any of the planning, unless you want to. 

Call (or email) assist. director, Bruce (678) 662-6072, sbkile58@aol.com 

August 17, 2025 

Chapter Meeting 1:30 PM at 

the Big Chicken in Marietta. 

After lunch we will  tour the 

Marietta Fire Fighters’          

Museum. There is no           

admission charge for the    

museum. 

September 2025 

Chapter Picnic  at the home of 

Walt and Julie Ehrenfeuchter,  

2340 Pendleton Place,  Suwanee 



Join the conversations! Participate in the forums on the 
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 Trivia Answer 

Do you know some interesting trivia?  Share it with  The Valve Chatter ! 

 

Built in 1963, The Big Chicken was originally the sign 

for Johnny Reb’s Chick, Chuck, and Shake.  
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BCA National 2025  

Concord, North Carolina 
The 52nd Annual Buick Club of America National Meet was held July 22-26, 2025 at the Embassy Suites in Concord, North 

Carolina.  The Tarheel Chapter did an exceptional job in organizing the event, making hundreds of Buick owners from across 

the country feel welcome and showing them a good time. Tours to the North Carolina Transportation Museum, NASCAR Hall 

of Fame,  Hendricks Auto Collection, and the Steele Rubber Company provided a good variety of fun and educational        

experiences.   

The Transportation Museum  was located at the former Spencer Yards of Southern Railroad, a steam engine maintenance 

and repair facility, with railroad, automotive, and aviation displays. After  a brief  train ride, guests were given tours of the 

different buildings, each housing museum exhibits,  There were two Buicks in the collection, a 1910 and a 1923.  One of the 

docents noted that she  is a member of the Reatta division, and parked her white 1990 Reatta just outside the door.  

The well laid-out show field was established on the hotel grounds and provided secure parking for some 216 show vehicles. 

Indoor and outdoor swap meets held a great variety of treasures for parts and automobilia seekers and several vehicles 

changed hands at the car corral.  

The Dixie Chapter hosted the  Hospitality Room, which was well stocked with snacks and cold beverages and offered show 

goers a pleasant retreat from the hot Carolina sun and a comfortable place to socialize, read a Buick Bugle, or work on a  

jigsaw puzzle.  Many thanks to Shar and Bruce Kile for coordinating the room and for all of the Dixie Chapter folk who 

manned the room and made everyone feel welcomed. 

Saturday morning brought the judged car show and the hottest weather of the week. A great variety of Buicks were on 

hand , including the new contemporary class, for judging and display. Many show goers retreated to the Hospitality room for 

the air conditioning and a cold beverage. The judges did  great job looking over some 216 registered vehicles .  

Saturday evening was the annual awards ceremony, and Dixie Chapter members drove away with a number of awards. In 

the 400 point judging, James and Sarah  Thomas received  Gold Senior for their 1986 Regal, Roy Bass received Gold Senior 

for his 1966 Riviera,  and J.D. Westfall received Senior Preservation 1st for his 1971 Riviera.  Ron and Connie Bergeron      

received a Bronze Senior for their 1972 GS 360, Jerry Wilson received Senior Gold for his 1972 GS 455 Stage 1, Jack Moody 

received Gold Senior for his 1967 GS,  Dave Berquist received an archival Elite for his 1963 Electra 225, and Tom and Tammy 

Lynde received an Archival Award for their 1989 Electra Park Avenue. In the newly created contemporary  class Frank and 

Jan Blizzard received a Contemporary award for their 2019 Cascada and Shar Kile received a contemporary award for her 

2014   Regal. Congratulations to the winners, and to all who came out and showed a Buick! In all, over 30 Dixie Chapter 

members and friends were present at the meet, and at least two individuals joined the chapter during the week. Their      

information will be presented when all of the paperwork has been completed.  

The 53rd  Buick Club of America Annual Meet will be held  August 19—22, 2026 in Albany, New York. A crew from Albany 

was present in Charlotte bringing good will and inviting all to attend next year’s event. Registration and hotel reservations 

are open  now. Go to  Buick Club of North America - Start your reservation  to make  your reservation, or unybca.com for 

more information 

 

https://book.passkey.com/event/51041735/owner/10344028/home
file:///C:/Users/Owner/OneDrive/Pictures/Camera Roll/Camera imports/Documents/Dixie Valve Chatter
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BCA Nationals 2025  

Transportation Museum 
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BCA Nationals 2025  

Attendees enjoying the Hospitality Room 
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BCA Nationals 2025  

A few of the DCBCA cars at Nationals 
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Awards Ceremony Pictures 
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Many thanks to  Connie Bergeron 

and J.D. Westfall  for National    

Photo  contributions! 



Deals on Wheels 

August 2025                         Dixie Valve Chatter      Page  17 

FOR FREE to any Dixie Chapter member. 1 good (used) AC Delco 

Alternator. Fits all 2002-04 Buick Regal & Century, 2002-05 

Chev Impala, Lumina & Monte Carlo & (quite likely) several 

other GMs.  Also have super charger & A/C-water pump belt tensioners  

with under 2K miles on them, great for spare, also free to a 

Chapter member. Call Bruce (678) 662-6072 sbkile58@aol.com   

Do you have a Buick or “Car Stuff” for sale? 

All Dixie Chapter members can advertise for sale cars and car related stuff for up to six months, longer if requested.  

In  addition, non members can advertise cars and parts for up to three months, space permitting. This is a courtesy 

to the sellers and a service to our  members.  

Car for sale:  1972 GS 350. Rebuilt engine. FI Tech fuel injection ( have      

original carburetor). Original interior. Have GM shop manuals and a good 

history of the car. Located in Forsyth, Monroe County, Georgia.  Asking 

$22,000.  More pictures are available on request.  

Tim Brown, BCA 51812. Phone  (478) 318-3030. 
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